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Alice has always loved stories, especially the ones told by her dad,
the legendary local storyteller. He told her the tale of the magical
story web that holds our world together. When her father leaves,
Alice is not sure she can believe anymore. But the story is true
and the web is decaying, so forest animals reach out to Alice and
two other children in the hopes that they might the ones to keep
the world from breaking. Sure that her father’s absence is her
fault, Alice doesn’t know if she has a tale to tell. To mend the web,
all the children must learn how to work together to tell the truest
story of them all.
The Story Web will be an enjoyable read for many middlegrade students. The book has strong themes of storytelling,
truthfulness, teamwork and friendship, encouraging kids to learn
about people and tell their stories. The animals are intelligent and
work together in a way that will interest kids who would love to be
friends with creatures like these. However, the beginning of the
story is very cyclically repetitive, with Alice ignoring the animals’
repeated warnings because of her guilt about her father. Since
the reader doesn’t understand her motives until halfway through
the book, it gets rather tedious to revisit these emotions without
understanding why she is having them. Long descriptions make
the progression of the story feel slow, another aspect that might
bog some readers down.
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